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By Julian Hawthorne, 


CHAPTER XIIl. 


PI 


AN ENTERTAINMENT. 


4a aie 


Count de Lisle knocked at the door. 
For a minute or two there was no an- 


“ket nagcair * Wadam 
ower He knocked again. sadame 
- . ; » me fc 7 - 
Trent,” he said, pardon me for dis-j 
turbing you, but the sg Sts are be- 
ginning to arrive The a I Yas 

_ " * . rh) 
opened slowly The beautiful Sallie 
’ } 
etood there vale, with distended es 
> 


etared 
realized his preset a 
ment she put out her hand and clutch- 


ed him by the sleeve She drew him 
into the room 

“Why did you put me here* she 

‘ ‘* Th" he Pia 

aid. in a husky voice, What was| 


“ Are you ill? Is anything wrong 7 
he asked, anxiously. 

“That mirror!"’ she continued. “ij 
caw—I thought * * * Oh! what 
was 107° A tremor passed through 
her and her teeth chattered 


perplexed 


She turned as if with an effort ar 
pave a glance toward It. The roon 
was full of light. The fire burned 
cheerfully. Th antiqu mirror 17 
flected thelr two feu iding to- 
vether in the doorway a pause 
she gave a faint lau: put her 


hand to her head 
I suppose: it must have been a drean 


—a nightmare ead men are dead 


and she laughed 
Y 


had better He down on the 
an hour or two and rest. I Ww 
that you are not disturtl- 
receive the guests mysel 
* Rest in that room !"’ sne exclaim- 


ed She gave him a very searching 

glance, "You were speaking about| 
:1 y os ry } 

ghosts a whil? aso, observed 


“Any one would think you had a pre 

sentiment. *® * * Ah, well 

think I’m out of mv head Come, I 
¢ +,] + 


am ready. Don't be afra 
count. I shall be equal to the en 
gency.” 

In fact she recovered her 1f-] 
session very rapidly, and was even 


more alert than usual The incident 
of the mirror had = aroused ever} 
} v) 


latent quality, good or evil. } het 
nature And her mind, witch c 
strongly materialistic and logical in 
its bias applied itself with a sort of] 
angry heat to the consideration of the 
mystery She did not believe in 


ghosts, and she had not bhecn asteep 


Yet she had seen in the mirror the| 
reflection—or, us it seemed, the actual | 


figure of Keppel Darke. As she had 


sprung toward it it had vanished, and} 
she had found herself gazing at her| 


ow frichtensd eyes in the mirror 


Vhat was it? She had heard of hal-|! 


lucinations, visfons, cerebral impres- 
sions—there we names enough; bu 


! 
the more she thought of this experi- | 


ence of hers the more convinced she 
was that !t was real She had seen 
} 


@ real substantial figure, and its face} 


was that of Keppel Darke, But how 


was that possible 7? Was not Reppel] 


Marke's dead body found tn the ruail- 
goad wreck, handcuffed to the dead 


body ef the police officer 7) No mat-} 
ter: this was either Keppel Darke or 
it was some one who exactly re- | 
sembled him. Whichever it was, the] 


i 
+ 


bearing of his appearance to her 
would be substantially the same. It 
could have been no accide there 
was a plan and a purpose behind, 
Some power hostile to her was at 


mt: 
hil, 


How could he 
Then he was 

enemy ! And i 
here, and had placed her In that room, 
with the premeditated design of 

Well, of what ? Of giving her a 
gecare ? No, not that. Of giving her 
warning of battle—throwing down the 
gauntlet ? Hardly that, either 


her deadly 


his I tives 7 my said Sallie to her- 
eelf, “I must wait and watch Per- 


haps he meant only to try an experi- 

ment on me; he has some problem to 

solve, and would test it by my be- 

haviour. what concern has he 
? 


Darke ? What is 


~ 


i 
with Keppe] the ob- 
Ject of Keppel Darke himself—it hat 
I saw was really he’ oul de 


Count 
Lisle would be a powerful friend—and 
a terrible enemy ! There 1! i 
nothing that a man of his resources 
could not accomplish. Yes, and can- 
rot I, too, accomplish something 
Have not women no more beautiful 
or clever than I worked miracles be- 
fore now ? And after all, I have 
nothing to fear Keppel Darke may 
come back from t} rave if he will, 
but Harry Trent will not And even 
if he did * * * "“S&» glad to see you, 


‘ d . ‘ ‘ 
“rs. Vanderdon Great 1 


“The mirror 7?” he repeated, looking | 


invited er} 


* 
“It is no use my trying to fathom} 


to surpass them without much exert- 
ing himseif. Everything went for- 
ward easily and without hitch, and the 
count was the most unconcerned and 
care-free person in the house. He nevy- 
er gave an order, or seemed to have @ 
thought save of pleasure at the pleas- 
ure of his guests. His bearing was pro- 
nounced perfect by the best critics pres- 
ent—and some formidable ones were 
there—and in addition he appeared far 
more genial and conversable than here- 
tofore. Evidently he was one of those 
characters that develop upon acquaint- 
ance. The ladies scon fell in lov2 with 
him: his house was so nice; he was so 
nice, and so inconcéeivably rich. The 
men all liked inm none the less. It is not 
difficult to ike a man who entertains 
you so charmingly and courteously, and 
who, as far as society is concerned, is 
simply an inexhaustible mine of en- 
joyments. 

Within ten minutes of the appointed 
hour every guest invited was either in 
the house or awaiting their turn to en- 
ter, frRe door by which they came in 


vas in close proximity to the dressing- | 


rooms, Where the most skilful of ladies’ 
maids and valets left the guests noth- 
ing to do but to stand still and be put 
in Order, A broad hall led through a 

tir of semi-tra rent curtains to 
the reception-rooms When all were 

sembled. twenty-five heautiful boss 
about twelye year 
girls, dressed in Fastern fashion, ap- 
peared and passed among the company 
carrying rays on which were little 


ups or pure erystal, containing an 
4romatic hevyerare. It was too ex- 


i l 27} » be a cocktail, 
and besides the lalies drank {t, but its 


Las } 
eTect was marvelbous. It worked a | 


change of heart in every one, and a 
change fcr the better. Following up 


this success the hoys presented hou- 
quets ta each of the ladies in a holder 
f Wrought gold filigree, with her Iini- 
tials worked in it, while the young 
girls give a buttenhole ”’ of simila 
lesicn in miniature to the gentlemen 


HMereupon a sound like a peal of silver 
bells rang softly clese at hand, and on 
all sides, vet invisible, was heard: the 
great doors jeading to the dining hal 
Withdrawn, and the fragrant 
splendour of that freshly created apart- 
ment dawned upon the company AS 
they pasee] the threshold music was 


were 


nowe 


@ Were singing together. Such 
a feast should begin with nothing less 
delicate than nichtingales’ tonzn-s, and 
Wind up with apy; 

When the cloth had heen wi 
drawn after the last course it w: 
I led that the great table was com- 
posed of upward of sixty small square 
tables, like the joints of a serpent— 
each accommodating four persons. 
Now the fifty Nubians, who, in the 
ecstume of*their country (at least as 
designed by colour-loving artists), had 
been attending during the dinner, 
wheeled these tables into a great semi- 
circle at the lower half of the hall, 
and then the guests, reseating them- 
selves, were served with coffee, Few 
of them noticed the entrance of a 
small man, with a dark Indian com- 
plexion and curly black beard, who 
tcok up a position in the centre of 
the open space in the upper end of 
the room. He wore a white turban, 
a close-fitting jacket, with sleeves to 
the elbows, showing a lean, brown 
firearm, loose white zonave trousers, 
gathered at the knees, and a pair of 
Turkish slippers, turned up at the 
toes. A sash of fine silk of a peculiar 
red colour and many feet in length 
Was bound round his waist. A gold 
bracelet in the shape of a serpent 
Was worn en his left wrist. He look- 
ed like a Hindoo, and it soon became 
evident that the count’s friends were 
to be treated to an exhibition of 
Oriental jugglery. 

After making a low salaam to the 
company, the man, holding his hare 
arms extended before him, began to 
rub the palms of his hands slowly to- 
gether, and In a few moments a fine 
gold cord appeared dangling  be- 
tween them, and gradually lengthen- 
ing till it reached the floor. It in- 
creased rapidly, coiling itself as it did 
so, until as much of it as could be 
contained in a hat lay at the man’s 
feet. He now grasped the end of it 
in his right hand and shook it out tn 
the air, until the whole length of the 
cord was undulating before him in a 
thousand fiving curves. Suddenly the 
movement changed from vertical to 


horizontal, until !t seemed as if the | 


cord were weaving itself into a fab- 
ric before their eyes; and, in fact, tn 
a wonderfully brief tlme a mat a yard 


in diameter had been thus imnanu- 


factured, whieh the man spread out 


on the floor and seated nimself upon 


He lifted his eyes and gazed up-| 


ward, and the audience, following his 
faze, perceived a scrap of white tissue 
paper floating downward toward him 
He held out his finger and the paper 
rested upon it; it fluttered there for 
& moment; he breathed upon it and 


t grew rapidlv larger; it was now a; 
White hen, which flapped its wings 
and elucked The man placed it on 
the floor: it ran about, but finally 
settled down and immediately laid an 
ezg. No sooner had it Lif this than 
the man seized it by the neck, whirled 
it around, and it was once more a 
scrap of white tissue paper, which 
fieated up and disappeared in \he 
vaulted ceiling. 

The man took the egg hetiween his 
forefinger and thumb, looked atten- 
tively at it and nut it on the floor 
again, balancing it on its end “her 
lifting his hand a littl pointed 
downward at th Ape rf tt egg 
Presently a stear rs began toa 


. 
issue from the apex. arising like a va- 
porous pillar and augmenting ! . 
: ‘ P 6 
ime until it was eral feet in helet 
ind girt} tn took on a revelv- 
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Sallie. In 


terry i? 
undertone. Olympia 


The count 
her you 


‘“ Tndoub 


sas Kindly et 


; ; > ¢ 
Ing into: 


Jugglery 
tion, thou 
never hef 


pariticon 


s old and as many | 


hie finger. 

Within a pace of the app: 
lie paused ‘ 
A hush 
one knew 


-_~ 


to their 
standing 


heard, delicate and remote, as if the! 


She staggered, turned partly round and 


would hat 


Vanishes 


Staggered, 


brough?, 
lie wag laid upon It, 
Carry he 


** Doctor 
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